Content License

(Text)

FOUND SOME GREAT TEXT FOR YOUR WEB SITE, intranet,
or online product? If so, you probably need this form.
Although older text may be in the “public domain” and
not protected by copyright, most text is protected by
copyright law (even if it doesn’t contain a copyright
notice). Moreover, even if text is in the public domain in
the United States, it may be protected by copyright in
other countries. If you use copyrighted text without
getting a license—permission from the copyright owner
— you may find yourself facing a copyright infringement
lawsuit.

You also need this form if you are a writer who has
created text that other people want to use. While your oral
grant of permission (“yes, you may use it””) would be
valid, by using this form you can be specific about what
uses of your material you are permitting and for how long.

This form assumes that the text is being licensed for
nonexclusive use. It also assumes that the text being
licensed is already in existence. If a writer is being hired to
create text for a Web site, use Form 1.

FORM

Cross-References

For a discussion of the
applicable laws for
Form 2, see the
following sections in
the Overview:
Copyright Law,
Copyright Ownership,
Copyright Licenses,
Privacy and
Defamation Law, and
Contracts Law.
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