


SOME FIRSTS IN VALLE CRUCIS HISTORY

First Agricultural School

In 1845 Bishop Levi Silliman Ives established, at a place he named
Valle Crucis, a boys” boarding school called the Classical and Agricultural
School. This was the first school in the state to teach practical agriculture.
First Episcopal Divinity School

At the same time, Bishop Ives established the first Episcopal divinity school
in North Carolina. That school, in its short life of 5 years, prepared at
least 8 young men for the ministry. The last student to leave was a young
black man named William Alston, who completed his preparation else-
where and served a ministry in Philadelphia and New York.

First Monastic Order

The first monastic order for men anywhere in the Episcopal Church in
America—in fact the first anywhere in the entire Anglican Communion
since the Reformation—was the final innovation of Ives at Valle Crucis,
in 1847.

First Seventh Day Adventist Church

The first Seventh Day Adventist Church in the South was built on Dutch
Creek in 1882.

First Hospital

The first hospital in Watauga County was also the residence of Dr. Henry
Baker Perry, who started practice in Valle Crucis in 1905 and later erected
the structure where he lived with his family, performed surgery, and cared
for bed patients.

First in the Old: First Property on National Register of Historic

Places

In 1972 the Finley Mast farm became the first property in Watauga County
to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

First in the New: First Automobile Agency

Near the present location of the entrance to Valle Crucis Park Bynum
Taylor and Edd Shipley in 1918 started a Ford agency believed to have
been the first automobile agency in Watauga County.

First Historic District

On 1 September 1990 a large section of Valle Crucis became a legally-
established Historic District, the first in North Carolina not located in a
city or town.
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Some members were assuming leading roles in the Diocese of Western North
Carolina, notably Louise Hatch, who served as President of the Episcopal
Church Women in 1981, and the Rev. Welch Tester, who served in both 1981
and 1982 as President of the Standing Committee—the top diocesan job
under the bishop.

A series of able rectors served the parish. As the period closed, the old
congregation which looked back on a history of a century and a half was a
very active organization.

Valle Country Fair

It started modestly. Polly Capps conceived the idea in 1979 of Holy Cross
having a fair down around the Apple Barn on a Saturday in October. The
church membership accepted the idea, and under Mrs. Capps’ leadership the
women of the church sold their crafts and goodies they had prepared while
the men put on a “pig-pickin’”. People from the Valle Crucis community and
nearby attended and enjoyed it. The event was a success.

Holy Cross members soon realized that the area had a wealth of talented
craftspeople who would welcome a chance to display and sell their creations.
An open invitation was issued and, as the fair continued from year to year,
more and more craftspeople asked to participate. In 1991 the event had grown
to the extent of having 140 booths—and a long waiting list of would-be
exhibitors who could not be accommodated. Interest had grown so much
that the fair now had to be “juried”: Craftspeople were now carefully selected
by the fair committee.

All sorts of crafts were exhibited and sold at the booths: dried flowers,
wooden toys, stained glass, hand thrown pottery, hand blown glass, wood
artifacts, handwoven fabrics, paintings, etc.

Attendance at the Valle Country Fair grew to between 5,000 and 10,000
people.

The fair became a community project. It was conceived as a way to bring
the community of Valle Crucis together so that, although Holy Cross Church
sponsored and organized it, the people of the whole community pitched in.
The Valle Crucis Park people would sell hot dogs and hamburgers. The women
of the church would make jams, jellies, pickles and preserves and sell them
along with Brunswick Stew and barbecue. The Lions Club of Foscoe would
help direct traffic and handle the parking field, charging a dollar to be used
for that club’s philanthropic endeavors.

Craftspeople contributed 10% of their proceeds—honor system. The first
year of the fair, the money went to the construction of Skiles Hall. That was
the only time any money was allocated to the church. In subsequent years,



